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PREFACE 

TO T H £» 

R E A DER. 

[Xhis Preface t>* fofwtttfcBook h Latin.~\ 

FOR as much as that excellent lit-* 
tie Book of Clemens Alexandria 
nns 7 a very learned and antient 
Father, concer ning the Salvation of Rich 
Men, hath been loft for many Ages - 7 
but at laft, by- the means of MichaelGei- 
Jlerus, was ^ublifh'd under the Name 
of Origen\ in a place yiite befide the 
purpofe, (namely, in his Commentary 
Upon the Prophecy of Jeremiah^) and, 
as if it had not been pttblHh'd to this 
Day, it came tottieKiio^\^^\^^ 



A Treface to the Reader. 

few : And what is more, being put in 
by Cambefafianusy in his Auttion of the 
Greek Fathers, it ftill lay hid amongft 
a parcel of Modern Writers, amongft 
whom it was put up : I hoped that it 
Would not be an unacceptable thing to 
the Learned, if I fhould make it come 
abroad at laft under a better, that is, 
its own Authority. The Weight and 
Beauty of the Writirjg doth not only 
teftifie that the Work is genuine* but 
the Teftimofcy alifo of Eufebius Cdfa- 
rienfis, who in his Ecclefiaftical Hifto- 
ty often commends the Book, and in 
his Third Book, Chap. 23. hath tran- 
scribed whole Pages of it} which were 
indeed in the Vatican Manufcript v(to 
which Copy alone, for any thing we 
know hitherto, we owe the Preferva- 
tion of this Work) loofely to be met 
withal, but were happily fet in order 
put of Eufebius. 

Hierom makes mention of this Trad 
in his Catalogue : • Yea, and what is 
more, Pketius alfo not only commends 
it, but hath fet the beginning of it 
in his Library Code theJEiundred and 



A ^Preface to the Reader. 

Eleventh. So that there is no place 
left to doubt of the State and Author 
of the Book. 

• la the mean time, I have not re- 
jected the laft Paragraph, Z </V* rS <&*j- 
/4*, &c. (that concerning the young 
Man) added by a Bookfeller, who 
fold this TraA for an Homily of Or*- 
gen\ and therefore thought well to 
end it with a folemn Conciufion. I 
have obferved elfewher^ fuch things 
done, by this fort of Men, in fome 
fmall Works that were Cyprian's* 

It will not be needlefs perhaps to 
add, that there was fome Gaps, or 
empty Places In the Copy, which 
would puzzle the Reader, that we 
have filVd up with the Addition of 
fome few Words but, left thofe 
things we have added (hould be mix'd 
with the Genuine, we have diilin- 
guifh'd them with a Crotchet, £thus.] 

Whereas this Traft alone would 
not have been big enough for Bind- 
ing, I thought fit to gather the Frag- 
ments of this excellent ' Writer n tiaax. 
A 3 



A Treface to the Reader \ 

were fcatter'd here and there, to mako 
an Addition, that the Reader might 
have for a fmall Charge, what fhould. 
make up what is wanting in the Edi- 
tions of the Works of Clemens. 

To this end we have added a fmall 
Commentary upon the firft Canonical 
Epiftle of St, Peter , the Epiftle of Jude^ 
and two Epiftles of Johp^ which Caf- 
fiodorus feems to have tranflated, and 
mention'd in his Book of Divine Wri- 
tings where he faith, that Clemens 
Alexandrinus had Expounded in Greek 
the firft Epiftle of St. ?eter, the firft 
and fecond of John, and that of James, 
(Jude rather.) He adds further, that 
he had (in as much as Clemens hath 
there fpoken many things curioufly, 
but lome things again unadvifedly) 
caufed it to be fo tranflated into La? 
tin, that by the leaving out fome Er- 
rors, the Doftrines are more pure, and 
may be more fafely embraced. He 
confefleth, without doubt, that he hath 
not fo much play'd the Interpreter, as 
the Critick : And by this very bad, 
and I wilh lingular Example, whilft 



A Preface to the Reidet. 

he took pains to correA the Errors of 
the little Book, he utterly ruiu'ct its 
Authority; 

This Work, in the -Library of thfe 
Fathers, goes under the Name of 
jtdumbrationnm^ by which Title it is 
commended by faker Staputenfls, in hi* 
Commentaries upon the Catnolick E- 
piftles t Which Name it has alfb ia 
an old Manufcript Code of Ccenobhs 
SanEta Maria Montis Dei of Philip £dr 
haw, in his diftinA Hiftory of the Ec-^ 
clefiaifcical Writings. 

I do fuppofe tnefc Commentaries 
were part of ClemensS HypotypofeSn. 
And 'tis fit to believe, that Cafjiodorus* 
who renders Fppdli* Contextorem^ did 
render xmolvmlrHt Adumbrationes. 

From the fame Fountain of his//y~ 
fotypofcStiy Vre take that excellent Fragr 
ment to be, which the Expo (It ion of 
Nicetas, a Greek Father, upon 3^ (pubr 
liftifed fbme Years ago, by PatrickToung, 
out of our Bodleian Library) hath pre- 
lerved for us : To which thofe fuc- 
ceed, which are had in the Expofi^ 
A 4 UQk^ 



A&reface to the Reader. 

tion upon Lule, publiflied by Corderius 
ia Latin. 

Lafily, We have added (out of the 
Creek Manufcript Copy of Ciemtns\ 
Hadagoguf, which is kept in the Royal 
Library at London) a Hymn adPtdago- 
gum^ fubjoin'd to the t'other, which is 
to be found abroad in Print \ which 
indeed a certain Code in the Bodleian 
Library fets forth under the Title of 
jjtfav the Ohfcure. 

There may be perhaps more of CUr 
mens\ Works to be met withal ar 
jnongft Writers, either in Print or in 
Manyfcripts,- which may have efcaped 
our Search } which if the ftudiousRear 
der (hall find, and acquaint us there- 
with, we (hall account a lingular Kind- 
nefs : For as much as we reckon it a 
more Holy and Chriftian-like Bufinefs 
(in this vpry troublefome Task which 
we have undertaken) to procure the 
Prefs to reftore Antient, than fox x\% 
to coin New Things, 
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HiefomV Account y &c. 



Hierom in his Catalogue*—* 

Clemens, a Presbyter of the Church 
at Alexandria, the Scholar of PantanHf, 
after whofe Deceafe he kept theEccle- 
liaftical School &t Alexandria; and was 
Matter of the x^iwr' Catechiftical 
School there. His famous Writings, 
full of Inftru&ion and Eloquence, treat 
as well of the Holy Scriptures, as of 
the help of Humane Literature : Of 
which are thefe. Eight Books of his 
rf0f«fl«*. Eight Books of his-vSWJwrA- 
cteov. One Book againft the Gentiles. 
One Book of the Pajfover. A Difpute 
about Fafiing. One Book, intituled, 
Who is that Rich Man that jhall he faved. 
One Book of Envy or Detraction } and 
another of the Canons of the Churchy 
and againft them that follow the Er-: 
X ors of the Jevps. 
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Advertifement to the Redder 



N.B. T%e iVords mentioned in the fore- 
going Preface ( to the Latin Edition ) to 
Ipave been added to ferfeSt the Senfe, where 
the Greek Manufcript was not legible,' 
are likewife in this Trartjlation marked 
£thus.2 And the Translator defigned 
fome other Remarks, upon the account of 
fome fmall Variations, which would be of 
no ufe to the Englifh Reader, but were 
made for the fake of the Curious and 
Learned only, therefore were thought need* 
jfefs to be Printed. 
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THE 

Tra n s lator 

TO THE 

READ E R. 

Chriftian Reader, 

Since thou baft already an account of 
the State and Author of this little 
Book in the foregoing Preface, / 
need not malt any further Afology to 
confirm the Tefiirnonies there brought to 
frove it j than that the Tranjlator is there- 
in very plain j and if any one Jhould yet 
have any Scruples about it, let him but 
read Eufebius, and the other Authors 
therein mention d^ and he may be fatif- 
fied. 

The Latin Tranjlator and my felf had 
two different Aims (as well at Work) in 



The Tranflator 

fating out this Bool : Whereas, he fays, 
he hofed to he accepted therein by the 
Learned World ; / hope that the Un- 
learned in the Greek and Latin Tongues 
will accept me y for whofe Reading I have 
endeavoured to male it fpeal intelligible 
Englifti, Cheeping ftriBly to the Greek 
Copy, Salvo Idioraate Linguae Angli- 
can<e, only with refpeft to the Idioms of 
the Englifh Tongue) and give the Senfe 
and Meaning of the Greek Author in 
plain Scriptural Language. 

It was ob fervid in the Latin Preface, ' 
that the laft Paragraph was infer ted by 
a Bookfeller ; and I fay, fo perhaps was 
the next foregoing Paragraph alfo, (or at 
leafi interlaced,} for there is fomewhat 
in both that differ in Style and Dottrine 
from the reft : But, let every Body judge 
as they pleafe , / fairly rendered it in- 
to Englifh juft as I found it in the 
Greek. 

The Reader is made alfo to expett, 
next after the Book, fome Works of Cle- 
mens, by way of Expounding, and Re- 
marks upon the Epiftles of Peter, James, 
0nd Jxxao: But take, notice alfo, that it 



to the Reader. 



is fold, Caffiodorus tranjlated them into 
Latin, and that (by bis own Confejfion) 
not fairly : I have not fet it forth, as not 
having the Original Greek \ neither was 
1 afraid that the Book would be too little 
for Binding without it* My whole Aim 
and \Defign 7 Candid Reader^ being" ra- 
ther to give thee fome thing of good Au- 
thority ufeful for thy Infiruftion, than a 
great deal of Safer ftuff*d with any thing 
t>f Notions, for thy Money. The next 
thing mentioned there, is that which fol- 
lows this Book, as he fays, out of Nice- 
tas, &c. which I have alfo tranjlated. 
And afterwards, he ffeaks of fome of 
Clemens'* Works, the fame as the for- 
pier, fublijtfit by Corderius in Latin, 
which I have omitted for the Reafon above- 
mentioned* The Hymn being in Greek 
Verfe, I alfo jet it in Engfifh. 

/ might add fome of my Thoughts how 



than fome others of the Works of Cle- 
mens, throughout the long dark Night of 
Afojtacy, that came over Chriftian Books, 
as well as Chrifiianity it felf And in as 
much as all true Chnftians,. I believe^ wilk 




(O 



Clemens Alexandrines 
DISCOURSE 

Concerning 
What Rich Man /hall be Javed. 

THEY that beftow Entomium$ 
upon Rich Men, feem. to me 
juftly to be accounted, not 
only Flatterers and Servile, as high- 
ly pretending to gratifie Unthankful 
Things - 7 but alfo Impious and Dan- 
gerous. Impious, becaufo negle&ing 
to Praife and Glorifie thi only Per- 
feft and Good God from?- * 
whom are all things, and i& Rom.1r.3f. 
whom are \*IL .tbingi r * and 
by whom art at things v they afcribe 
the Honour Cdue to his Name] to* 
Men -walloping, in-..Q.fiafiil .a&& xva>- 
; ... .'./ B 



clean] Livings [thereby] in fliort, 
lying under the fenfe of the Judg- 
ments of God. Dangerous alfo, in 
as much as Riches it felf is enough 
to debauch the Souls of its Poflefibrs, 
and to corrupt and lead thear out 
of the Way wherein Salvation is to 
be attained. They, on,the other hand, 
fet them a-float^ puffing up the Minds 
of Rich Men with a delight of their 
immoderate Praifes, caufing them to 
fet at nought all other things but 
their Riches, for which they are ad- 
mired : According to the Proverb, 
adding Fire to Fire 5 heaping Pride uj> 
on Pride, cafiting a Load upon their 
Treasures, a heavier Weight Upon a 
heavy Element} from which it ought 
rather to be taken away,: and cut ofi^ 
as from a dangerous aad deadly Di- 
fcafe. He that fetteth by y 
Mat 13. 12. And exaUetb hhnfelf^ jhall 
:: be humbled j and brought 
lowy as the Wor4 teacheth. It ap- 
pears to me more Love to Mankind, 
than ta flatter Rich Men. C beyond 
meafuren] itwad ta praife~| them for 



(?) 

\*hat they have done amift, to re- 
prove them with [[Admonitions, and] 
by all means poflible £to endeavour] 
their Salvation , by begging this of 
God itt Prayer, who afTuredly and 

Sladly fends fuch things to his Chil- 
ten: (By begging this, I fay) that 
our Saviour by his Grace may heal 
their Sctah, by enlightning, and bring- 
ing ttefti to the PoiTefFion of the 
Truth v which, whofoever has recei- 
ved, and ftianifefted by Good Works, 
he alone fliall obtain the Prize of E- 
tef flal Life. But a Prayer out of a 
ftrong arid fervent Mind, ought to 
be continued to the la ft Period of 
Life \ arid the ordering of what one 
hath (theii> to difporfe of, oifght to 
be jolt and boneft, extending to all 
the Commands of otir Savioar. 

IL Perhaps it is not one thirfg a- 
lone, that hath been th£ fteafon that 
the Salvation of Rich Men is fuppofed 
to be mote difficult than that of the 
5**?r, tot divers. For fome having 
but flightly and haftity Usaxd \2aa& 



(*> 

Words of our Saviour, Mat. 19. 24. 
It is e after for a Camel to go through 
the Eye of a Needle^ than for a Rich 
Man to enter into the Kingdom of Ilea* 
men } defpairing, as if they Ihotfld ne* 
ver attain Life ; enjoying all things 
in this World j and, as if this Life 
only was alotted for them, depend- 
ing wholly upon that, have gone far 
out of the Way that leads to Salva- 
tion j not throughly learching, nor 
ferioufly weighing, who thofc Rich 
Men are, of whom our Lord and 
Mafter fpeaks nor how, that which 
is impoflible with Men, is poffible 
with God. But others have rightly 
and agreeably underftood this, yet 
negle&ing the Works which lead to 
Salvation, have not made fufficient 
Preparation, that they might be made 
Partakers of thofe things that are to 
be hoped for. Both thefe things I 
fpeak of thofe Rich Men, that have 
felt the Power of our Saviour, and 
his Excellent Salvation - 7 but I care 
but little for thofe that are Strangers 
to the Truth. 
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HI. Therefore it becomes them that 
are QdifpofedJ to love Truth and tha 
Brethren, that they do not obftinate- 
ly oppofe Rich Men that are called 
nor yet agree to them, for the fake 
q{ their own proper Gain, Firft in- 
deed, they (hould, by the Preaching 
of the Word, drive away their vain 
Fear \ and by a fuitable Expofition of 
the Oracles of the Lord, manifeftly 
fliew them, that the Inheritance of the 
Kingdom of Heaven is not altogether 
cut off from them, if fo be they obey 
the Commandments : Then to put 
them in mind, that they were afraid, 
where no Fear was ; and that our 
Saviour lovingly receives them, if fo 
be they are willing. Afterwards to 
Ihew, and give them the firft Inftru- 
ftions, how, and by what Works, as 
well as Affettions, they may attain to 
that of Hope, that thofe things are 
not in any wife denied them ; nor, 
on the contrary, to be obtained by 
.Ghaace. But, as it is in the Cafe of 
Wreftlers, (to compare Spiall and 
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Corruptible Things, with Great and 
Incorruptible,) and let him that is 
Rich in this World apply it to his 
ewn Condition : For which of them, 
if he despairs ever to overcome and 
obtain the Crown, doth fo much 
as enter his Name into the Lift ? 
But he that hath conceived this Hope 
in his Mind, yet doth not ufe the 
Pains, the Diet, and Exercifes fuitable 
to that Intent, he falls fliort of the 
Crown, and his Hope is in vain. So 
let him that abounds in Worldly Sub- 
ffcance, neither firft withdraw himfelf 
from the Tryals and Exercifes of our 
Saviour, though he believes and un- 
derftands the Greatnefs of God's Love 
to Mankind: Nor, on the other hand, 
having undergone no Exercifes nor 
Tryals, let him not hope to receive 
*he Crown of Immortality without' 
Pains and Travel. But let him give 
lip himfelf to the Word, as to 
Wreftling-Mafter \ and to Chrift, as 
the Prize-Mafter: Lei the New Tefta- 
nient of ©ur Lord be his appointed 
ftleat and Drink i his Exercifesj. the 
' ' ' Com- 
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Commandments-, his Adorning and 
Drefs, good Affe&ions, Love, Faith, 
Hope, Knowledge of the Truth, 
fMildnefs,] Gentlenefs, Clemency, 
Chaftity : That when the laft Trum- 
pet fhall found, to begin- the Courfe ? 
and to go from hence, as from the 
Race of our Life, he may, by the 
Prifce-Mafter of a good Confidence, 
be prefented a Conqueror, manifeft- 
ly worthy of the Country that is 
above, into which he arrives, with 
the Crowns and Acclamations of 
Angels. 

IV. Therefore may our Saviour 
grant us, that from hence beginning 
our Difcourfe, we may lay open thofe 
things that be true, convenient, and 
conducing to the Salvation of the 
Brethren. Firfi, Of Hope it felf. 
Secondly, Of thofe things that lead to 
Hope. He indeed giveth liberally to 
,them that want, and teacheth thofe 
that ask, fets them free from Igno- 
rance, and (hakes off their Defpair. 
<Now 1 am) bringing in again thofi? 
I:;. B 4 ^^\^\ 




Words concerning the Rich Men, 
who become their own Interpreters, 
and expound for themfelves. It is 
no pleafure to you to hear again thofe 
Words in the Gofpel, which have 
e're now put you in Diforder, beiifcg 
heard without due Examination, and 
by reafon of your Infancy, not with- 
out Error. And when he was gone 

forth into the High-way, 
Mttk io. there came one and kneeled, 
17, f a ywg unto him, Good Ma- 

fier, what good thing JhaU 
J do that I may inherit Eternal Life ? 
And Jefus f aid unto him, Why callefi 
thou me Good i there is none good but 
one, that is, God. Thou knowefi the Com* 
piandments, Do not commit Adultery,- do 
pot fieal, do not bear falfe witpefs, Ho~ 
nour thy Father and Mother, And he 
anfwered and faid unto him, All thefe 
things have I ohferved from my Youth. 
Then Jefus beholding him, loved him \ 
and faid unto him, One thing thou lackefr, 
.if thou wilt be ferfeti, feU whatfoever 
fhou haft, and give to the Poor, and thou 
i Jffcrf/f hiwe Treajurf w Htavcn 7 $nd cow? 

' • • and 
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and follow me. And he was fad at that 
faying, and went away forrowful, for he 
had great Pojfejfions. And Jefus look- 
ing round about , faid unto his Difci- 
fles, How hardly jhall they that -have 
Hiches enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven* And the Difcifles were aftoniftid 
at his Words. But Jefus anfwereth a~ 
gain, and faid unto them. Children , 
how hard is it for them that trujt 
in Riches t'o enter into the Kingdom of 
God ! It is e after for a Camel to ga 
through the Eye of a Needle, than' for a 
Rich Man to enter into the Kingdom of 
God. And they were aftoniflid out of 
Meafure, and faid, Who then can be 
favedf And Jefus, looking upon them, 
faith, With Men it is impojfible, but not 
with -God: For with God all things are 
fojfible. Then began Peter to fay unto 
him, Lo ! we have left all and followed 
thee. And Jefus anfwered and faid, 
Verily I fay unto you, he that hath left 
Lands,' Father and Mother, Brethren 
or Money, for my fake and the Gofpel, 
jhall receive an hundred fold, now in ' this 
fime, Lands and Monty, Houfes and J&j^ 
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thren<> with Ptrfecutions, and in the World 
to come Eternal Life. But many that are 
firfi JhaU be lafi, and the lafi firfi. 

V. Thefe things are written in the 
Gofpel according to Mari 9 
t Mat. ip. and in + others alfo, in all 
i6,&c .*nd things deliver'dalike,with 
S, *T * fma11 Change or Varia- 
tion in the Words here 
and there ; but all fliew the fame A- 
greement in the Saying. But they 
r. that clearly know, that our Saviour 
teaches all things to them that are his, 
not as Men are wont, hut with Di- 
vine and Myftical Wiftlom, ought not 
to hear Words fpoken carnally, but 
t>y a due Searching and Knowledge, 
to feek and to learn the Mind (of 
Chrift) hidden in therafelves. For 
even thefe things, which feem to be 
expounded by our Lord himfelf to 
bis Difciples, may be obferved to this 
Day, to need not a lefler, but a greatr 
er Confideration, than thofe things 
which were delivered as in Parables^ 
by reafoa o£ the furpaffing Excellency 
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that is in them : Infbmuch as thofe 
things which feem to be explained by 
him to them of his Houfhold, yea, to 
them who, are called the Children of 
the Kingdom } ftill want a greater In-* 
tention, than thofe things which feem 
to be fpoken by him fo plain, that 
none or the Hearers asked to have 
them explained, belonging to the 
whole End of our Salvation ; yet are 
(I fay) to be weighed with' a 'wonder-** 
ful and heavenly depth of Mind j not 
to be taken in haftiiy by the Ears, 
but that we humble our Minds to the 
Spirit of our Saviour, (who is) the 
unfpeakabie Counfellor. 

VL Our Lord and Saviour, no 
doubt, was asked a pleafing Queftion y 
and that which was very fuitable to 
him. The Life was asked concerning 
Life : The Saviour, concerning Sal- 
vation : The Matter, concerning the 
Heads of the Opinion he taught : The 
Truth- concerning Immortal Truth 
The word, concerning the Word of 
the Father: The Perfed, concerning. 
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Which were given by the True Son, are 
not alike. In a Word, if the Law of 

M*fes could hare giren 
Gal. 2. 21. Life, the Coming of out 

Savhnr hiffifelf would hate 
t>ee!i in rain, and his Suffering for us, 
from his Birth to the laft Period of 
fiis Life. In vain alfo had he, who 
had kept all the Commandments of 
the Law from his Youth* pfoftrating 
himfelf to another, asked Immorta- 
lity. He had not only kept the Law, 
but he had begun prefently, from hii 
very Youth. What great and extra- 
Ordinary thing is it for Old Age to 
be free from Offences? But if any 6ne, 
in the boiling Heat of Youth, and in 
the Summer of his Age, has a Ripeneft 
of Underftanding, and appears: Olckf 
than his Years, he is an admirable 
and famous Combatant, Gray-headed 
in Judgment. But this Man, that was 
fo Great, was mightily perfuaded that 
he was not behind hand as to Juftice \ 
but yet he wanted Life altogether : 
Wherefore he asked it of him, ia 
whofc Power aloft* it was to give k« 
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In that which pertained to the Law* 
he was very fecurej but he fupplicatcs 
the Son ot God he is carried from 
Faith to Faith, as one that was dan- 
geroufly tofs'd in the Veflel of the 
Law ; and having not a fafe Riding, 
he pafles over to our Saviour. 

IX* And Jefus did not reprove him* 
as if he had not fulfilled all things in 
the Law, but even loved and em- 
braced his ready Obedience in thofe 
things he had learned; but he pro- 
nounceth him Imperiled, as to Eter- 
nal Life, as not having fulfilled thofe 
things that are perfeA } a Doer in- 
deed of the Law, but una&ive in the 
true Life- Thofe things indeed are 
good, who denies it ? For 
the Commandment is holy \ Rom. 7. 12. 
thus far, infbeadofa&W- (ML 3. 14. - 
M*fter, with Fear, and 
previous Inftruftions, leading m to 
the higheft Attainment of the Law,: 
and Grace of Jefos Chrift : 
For Chrift is the Fulnefs of frm 10.4. 
the LtM far Rightevufneft to ■ 1. . 
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every one that believeth\ not as a Sef* 
vant, making us Servants, but Sons 
alfo, Brethren, and Co-heirs, per- 
forming the Will of the Father. 

X. If thou wilt be per f eft. Mat. 19.21. 
Therefore he was not perfeft : For 
there is nothing more perfeft, than 
Perfe&ion it felf. But that' Divine 
Queftion, If thou wilt, manifefted the 
free Power of Choice in the Man, as 
free ; but the Gift in God as Lord- 
He gives to them that are willing, 
and do their utmoft endeavour, and 
give themfelves to Prayer; that he 
alone may become their Salvation. 
God doth net compel : Force is an 
Enemy to God. But to them that 
feek, he prepares the Way, to them 
that ask, he giveth; and to them that 
knock, he openeth. If thou wilt there-, 
fore, if thou wilt indeed, and do'ft. 
not deceive thy felf, poflefs that thou 
ftandeft in need of. One thing thou 
wanted, that One thing that remain- 
ed!, the Good, which is now above, 
the Law, which the Law doth not ; 
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give, which the Law doth n6t cori* 
tain-, which is the peculiar Pofleflion 
of the Living. In lhort, he. that had 
fulfilled all the Law from his Youth, 
and proudly made fuch a Noife about 
himfelf, yet with all thofe things he 
Was not able to compafs this one 
thing, the proper Gift of our Saviour* 
to lay hold of Eternal Life, which 
he feemingly would fo fain have had : 
But he went away forrowful, heavy 
with the Commandment of (that) 
Life, for which he came to beg. He 
did not really defire Life, as he pre- 
tended in Words ^ but he endeavoured 
only to get the Fame of a good Pur- 
pofe ^ and fo, that he might be care- 
ful about many things, he did not 
care for that one thing : To do the 
Work of his Salvation, he was both 
weak and negligent- Like as our Sa- 
vidur faid to Martha, that was care- 
ful, about many things, and cum bred 
about much ferving, and reproachiag 
her Sifter, becaufe Ihe had left her to 
ferve alone ; and had gone and fate at 
his Feet, taking the Eafe of a t Difci- 
v - C 
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fie: then art troubled ah$ut many thing, 
hut Mat J bath chef en tbatg$*d 
Ukc 10.41. fart which JhaO net hi taken 
away front htn So he com* 
Mauds this Man to leave off multitude 
of Bufinefs, to cleave to one thing, 
und to rely upon his Grace, which 
lets forth Eternal Life. 

XI What was it then that made 
k\m go away, and quit his Matter, 
Jiis Suit, his Hope, Life, and his Per- 
formances he had already done ? Tru- 
ly, Sell what ihw hap. But what h 
the meaning of this ? It does not (as 
fhflie, without any raoft ado, take it 
to be) command fiira to throw >way 
his Sybftance and Wealth, and leave 
his Money 9 but to root out of his Soul 
vain Opinions of Money, immoderate 
Love and Delire of them, Cares, the 
Thorns of this Life, which choke the 
Seed of Life. It is not fitch a great 
and zealous matter, raftly to put a- 
way, and. to be deftitmte of Money, 
if it b? .not upon the account of Life/ 
For £q, j;fcy that havq nothing at all, : 



ittf irtf dfefolatty aad go frdrft Day td 
Day lagging, the Foot that g# by rto* 
lligh-itfay^ and y*t haow not God y 
tot hf» R%tHMufn»e% ( P fay) afl ttef 
tarte wry Pbor r and to wan* all 
jtee*n*r 0f Sukfiftaflo** and' ft** t**>ha*# 

Meat to be tie Wort Bltflbd add Reliu 

fious^ and the ditfy Fa*t a*WS»<rf Btirr-» 
aj Lift KcfclWtf to ig a tfiiiig 
teforfefctfRich**, an*t*> toftoW thBni 
ufen thtf Pdo* aatf *Ieedy, which- evfcW 
* gifc* lWany ha*e dw» Before tf-Mfef 
Cbmfejg of <*Ur SaWtott* : Soma u^oW 
f he actotitotf of Lfeririag^ and for t-liW 
fe4wo^(tea*Wifiloai'v feme watffuiittf 
liamn Fattwf and vam Glory-,- a£ tftp 

X!f. WHaCthen? ©oes hc-coainia«dr 
ifr-new add gBtniiiat* tG'Gotf alone, attcl 
a* the oafy tHtog tfifctf c&n* giw Lite, 
tfca* tkin& whfafa BrotogiW no* Safcte- 
tfio* to-Mfed in oft* time ? Bw whstf 
excellent tHiilgddth tli« Cf^atdt^ 
tfte'StovoflGod; ffiwanditfeadii? H# 
<fc*fi flo<? eottiimftid* that wtt&li' i* a^ 
C i ^gwsafc- 
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parent to our view, which others have 
done; but fomething yet greater, and 
more divine and perfed., is fignified 
thereby, (namely) t6 ftrip the Soul it 
felf, and the AfFe&ions, from Paflionsv 
and to pluck up by the Roots, and 
caft away what things foever are con- 
trary to found Mind : This truly is 
the peculiar Leflbn of a faithful Man, 
and a Dodrine worthy of our Saviour/ 
But Men in old time have defpifed 
outward things, have left and fold 
their PolTeffions ; but, I fuppofe, have 
increafed the corrupt Affe&ions of 
tneir Souls \ and upon this grown 
proud, and lifted up, full of vainGlo- 
*y, even to defpife the reft of Men, 
as if they had done fomething more 
than Men. How then fhould our Sa- 
viour recommend to them that would 
live for ever, fuch things as would 
bring a Stain, and be hurtful to that 
Life he. promifed ? Admit that any 
one, having laid afide the Burden of 
what he poflefleth, neverthelefs may, 
have ftill an inbred and growing De- 
fife and ]Lgve of Mg.ney. For, having 
mm*- thrown 
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thrown away the Ufe thereof, being 
deftitute, and at the fame time alio 
delirous of thofe things he had fquan- 
dred away, he is doubly concerned, 
both for want of Neceflaries, and tbr 
Repentance that he had parted with 
them.* It is not to bfc done, nor ever 
can it be other wife, that he who wants 
Necefliries to fuftain Life, Ihould not 
be perplex'd, and led afide by more 
defirable things, whilft by every way 
and means he endeavours to come by 
theft. ' 

XIII. But how much better is the 
contrary, that poflefling a Competen- 
cy, one doth not feel Want himfelf, 
but can help and fliccour whom he 
ought? What Converfation is there 
amongft Men, if a Man has nothing ? 
And what is not this Do&rine found 
contrary and repugnant to many o- 
ther notable Do&rines of our Lord ? 
Make to your [elves Friends 
of the Mammon of Vnrighte- uke \6. 9. * 
oufnefs^ that when ye fail, 
they may receive you into. everUfking. ftai 
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bmmicns- hay uf for your felverff rtmfurat 
in Heaven, where nekherlbejt 
M§t. 6. p. wr Moth doth tmrufa nor 
Thieves break through? w«p 
fteal. Howran anyoaejfrri 
the Hungry, or give Brhskta 
fbe f%irjty^ rlaatk Hie Naked, entertain 
phi Stranger ; which, if oae does not, 
be is thueatned wkh Fire and nttst 
Barknefs, if bimftlf be in want *f aH 
thfife things ? Doubdefe he aommandr 
fOMl faun&lf to be entertained by 2m+ 
cheus and Matthew, that were RichdMea 
and Publicans } and yet he did not bid 
diem part with their Snbftauce :» (But, 
enjoyqing them to do juftiy, ami to 
lake away unjuft judgment} bemadded, 
Salvation is came to this 
ixke^. if. Houfe, inafmueh 4s he atfo 
V. is the Son of Abraham. Tims 

tte Gfcinmends the Ufe of them, that 
he might Command their Enjoyment 
alfb} with this Addition, Ti give Drink 
to the Thirfty, and Bread to the Hungryy 
to receive the Stranger, and oloaah thp 
Slaked. But if no Body can fulfil thefe 
duties without Money, an4 yet he 
/ commons 



conimadds us tor leave Money; what 
then, I pray, doth our Lord but com* 
maud the fame things to be given, and x 
not to be given ; to feed, and not to 
feed ; to receive, and net to receive * 
to coramuncate, and not to commuai* 
cate ? which is moft unreafonable. 

XIV. Therefore our Poffefiion* aft 
not to be thrown away, which may 
be ufeful to a Neighbour* They aft 
caHed Pofleffions, becaufe they are poft 
ft fled ^ Subftance, as whereby we fab* 
lift, bfing prepared of God for th* 
TJfe of Men. Thcfe things ar$ 3t 
Hand, and lie at our Feet, as Mate? 
rials and Instruments, for a good Puf- 
pofe to them that know how to make 
nfe of them. Art thou a Ttudflfman ? 
They be fubfervknt to Art: If tho» 
haft no Trade, they make up thy want 
of Skill, being thenileives blamefefs. 
Of what fort Soever Riches be, they 
ferve to that end. Canft thai* ufe 
them with Juftice > They adminifter 
to Juftice. Jf any one ufcth them unv 
juftly, they, on the other hand, are 
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found Servants to Injuftice. It is their 
Nature to ferve, and not to command. 
Therefore we ought not to blame that 
which has of it felf neither Good nor 
Evil, being blamelefs. But he that 
poflefleth it may make a good or evil 
Ufe. thereof, as he fhall nnd in him* 
felf} (that is) the Mind and Judgment 
of Man having Liberty in himfelf to 
ufe, and a free Power to difpofe of 
what is given him. Therefore let no 
one make away his Poffeffions, but ra-r 
ther the vile Affefrions of his Soul, 
which hinders him from putting them 
to a good ufe , that, becoming good 
and honeft, he may be able to ufe them 
well. What we are commanded, by 
leaving our Wealth, and felling all 
that we have, is to be underftood of 
the corrupt Affe&ions of the Soul. 

XV. I fhall alfo add, That whereas 
fome (Riches) are without the Mind, 
Others in it \ and if the Mind ufe fuclt 
things well, they appear well alfo^ but 
-if evil, they are likewife evil. Did he, 
that conducted us to p^rt with our 
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lliches, rather rejeft thefe, which being 
put away, corrupt Affeftions ftill re-» 
inain or rather them indeed, which be- 
ing deftroy'd, Poffeflions become ufeful ? 
Forafmuch as therefore any one, that 
cafts away his Worldly Riches, may yet 
be rich in vile Affe&ions, though he 
wants Subfiftance-, theAffeftion of the 
Mind playing its part, difquieting and 
weighing down his Reafon, and kind- 
ling innate Defires in him } it cer- 
tainly avails him nothing, that he has 
brought himfelf to be poor in Poflef- 
fionsj if he abounds in corrupt Af- 
fe&ions : For he has not caft away the * 
things that (hould be caft away, but 
things whofe ufe are indifferent. He 
hath cut off from himfelf ferviceable 
things, and by his outward Poverty 
hath fet on fire the inbred Seed of 
Wickednefs in himfelf. Thofe things 
therefore that are hurtful to Wealth,' 
are to be reje&ed ; and not thofe 
things, which, if any one puts to a 
good ufe, may become ferviceable, yea, 
and thofe that turn to account alfb ? 
Jf they be manag'd with Prudence^ So* 
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brtety and Godlijiefe. But hurtful 
things are to be put away : But thofe 
that arc from without, do not hurt. 
And therefore our Lord intimateth the 
outward Ufe thereof, by commanding 
to lay afide, not thofe things whereby 
Life is fuftain'd, but thofe which might 
ufe them amifs, which are the Diftcm* 
pers and Paflions of the SouL 

V XVI. To be Rich in thofe, bring* 
Death to all Men ; but their ho&j brings 
JSalvation : From which the Soul ought 
to be cleanfed that is, i&ad* poor and 
- naked. So even now, to hear the Vok* 

of our Saviour,, (faying) 
Ifjrk 10 21. Pome and follow mo : Who 

himfelf then becomes, tha 
Way to him that is pure in Heart. 
Put the Grace of God dwelleth not in 
fin unclean Soul That Soul is un- 
clean, which is rich in Defires, and is 
in travel with divers Lufts and World- 
ly Things* Jiow he that accounts Po£ 
feflions, as Go\A y Silver, and Hoofcs, 
as the Gifts of God v aad miniflrring 
to God^ th? Gi*sr of thsm> for the 
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Fcefcrvatioai of Men :, knows alio, that 
toe polMech thcfe things for his Bro* 
ther's lake, rather than his own ^ be- 
ing himfelf more Excellent thin the 
things he poflefleth: Nota Slave to hi* 
Pofieflioqs, nor hearing fuch things a* 
boml in his Soni, neither .fixing nor 
placiog his Life in -them, but always 
labouring in fome good and divine 
Work} and if at any time he be forced 
to part with them, he may bear the * 
Leak with the fame Alacrity of Mindv * 
as the Abundance of them. Such a 
one is he whom our Lord / - * 

Kononnoeth Mtffei , the Mat. 5* 3. / 
or in Spirit, the inrrae- / * 
diate Heir if the Kingdom of fiemen* r 
and not one that cannot be rich and 
live. V 

XVVL fl^t he that carries Rkhes id 
his Mind, apd, inftead of the Spirit of 
God, bears Gold in his Heart, as in a : 
Field, a*4 always increaling hi*Pb£. 
feffions beyond raeafure, aud daily fee-; 
jug grpater, grovding upon things be- 
low, and entangled with the Snares of; 



(»8) 

this World, being but Earth, and to 
Earth he muft return : How can foch 
a one defire and take care for the King- 
dom of Heaven ? A Man that carries 
not a Heart about him, but his Field, 
or his Ore, he will neceflfarily be found 
in thofe things, in which he is capti- 
vated : For where a Mans 
Mil 6. 21. Mind is, there will his Trea- 
fure be alfo. Our Lord 

* mentions two forts of Treafures: The 
" one Good \ For a good Man, out of the 

good Treafure of his Hearty 

* Mat. 12.35. brings forth that which is 

good: The other Evilj But 
an evil Man, out of the evil Treafure of 
his Heart, bringeth forth that which is 
evil : Becaufe out of the abundance of the 
Heart the Mouth fpeaketh. Forafmuch 
as ('tis faid) there was not only one 
Treafure in Man \ fo weexperience it: 
One, which prefently, in the finding,' 
bringeth great Profit \ the other, vile 
and unprofitable, an evil PofTeffion, 
and which bringeth Lofs. So there is 
a good and a bad fort of Riches, if fo\ 
be we know how to part Richer and 
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Treafure, in their Nature, from one 
another;, and indeed one fort of Riches 
are to be poflefled and embraced, and 
another to be reje&ed and thrown 
away. After the fame manner is 
Poornefc in Spirit pronounced Blejfed: 
For which Reafon it is added, Mat. y. 
3. Blejfed are the Poor. What Poor ?. 
The Poor in Spirit. And again, ver.6. 
Blejfed are they that hunger and thirjt 
after the Right ejmfne ft of God. There- • 
fore miferaWe are the Poor of ano- 
ther Nature, who have no lhare in 
God, and lefs of Humane Pofleflions, 
and tafte not of the Righteoufnefs of 
God. 

. XVIII. The Rich Men therefore, 
that fhall hardly enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven, are to be fpiritually, 
and not fooliflriy, rudely, or carnally- 
underftood } it is not fo.fpoken. Nei- 
ther is there Salvation in outward 
things, whether they be few or many, 
great or fmall, whether Noble or Ig- 
noble, of good Report, or evil Report j 
but in the Vertue of theSoul^ Faith, ^ 



jlope, and Lotfc, Bwtfcerly i**^ 

kftOwlcdge^Gefttlenefe^, Humility, and 
Troth * 7 whole Rewatd is Salvation* 
JtfeTrte? ftall any one live for fete 
landfome Body, dot cm the Gontiwy, 
i»IT aay peri* : Bit hr rta«ufttb#lte 
Body that i* giten ftim chaMy* amd 
according to God, he ltiaft lire 5 and 
fce that (tefifetfc the T«i- 
iCbr, 1. 17. pte of God fllatt be da* 
ftroyed. For a Ma® thatf 
k defotmed can gfore- ftiotfelf up w 
s lLttlt x and he tfftat is handfcaie fle fc* 
j tier- Neither does Strength and Sta^ 
' fcure of Body fering Lift, no* aay d# 
the Members bring Deftru&ion } few 
the Soul which ufeth them bringeth 
tooth to- pafs. Suffet there- 
in*, fere, if a Man ftniee thee j 
on the- Face (fe a Go»* 
mandinent) which* a Man in Hfcattte 
and Strength cto- obey and aw tho* 
contrary, a weak MSa«, on* of Peeviffir- 
<*f Mind, trao^refe S«* afft>> * 
Wfewi that is Poor and Nfeed*yj. Way bar 
found drunk with Lufts^ aflrd ona t?fia« 
ii rich in Money (nwp he) fcBe? an# 



poor inPleafures, fubjed, hearty, clearf^ 
and chaft. If therefore the Soul is the 
firft and chiefeft thing, that is to be 
made to live, and the (Divine) Virtue 
that is born with it faveth, but Wick* 
edneft kills } it plainly appears, that 
if fce be poor in thofe things wherein 
a Man doth amifs with his Riches, ihe 
fliall be fayed and if (he be rich in 
thofe things which are apt to proceed 
from Riches, (he lhall die. Nor fliall 
we need any more to leek clfewhere 
the Caufe of this Event, than in thtf 
Eftate and Affeftion of the Soul, both 
as to its obedience to God, and its in- 
creafc of Malice, and tranigreffing the 
Commandments. 

XIX. He therefore is well and truly 
Rich, that is Rich in Virtues, andean 
ufe every State orConditiOfl with Faith 
and Holinefs. But he is falfly Rich, 
who is Rich after the Flefh, placing 
his Life in his outward Poffelfions, 
^rhich pafleth away, and is corrupti- 
ble j and ,Jbm6times becomes another 
Man's; Aa4 in the end, it Is pleiit* 
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ttis rio Body's. Again, after the fams 
manner, he that is truly Poor, and 
he that is fuppofitious and counter? 
feitly Poor} he that is Poor according 
to the Spirit, is the fpecial Poor} and 
he that is after the World, is of ano- 
ther fort. To him therefore that is 
poor in the World, but Rich in cor- 
rupt Affe&ions ; and not to him that 
is Poor in Spirit, and Rich towards 
God } 'tis faid, Depart from thofe 
ftrange Pofleffions that are in thy Soulj 
that becoming fure in Heart, thou 
may'lt fee GoA\ and, as it is faid elfe- 
where, that thou may'ft enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. But how (halt 
thou depart from them ? By Selling-. 
What then ? to take Money for thy 
Pofleffions, by changing ode Riches for 
another, to purchafe apparent Sub-' 
ftance ? No*, by no means. But, in- 
#ead of the former Treafures of thy; 
Soul, which thou defireft to fave r : 
bringing in other Riches fent of God,; 
which lead to Eternal Life-, Affe&ions/ 
according to the Commandments of; 
God, for which there will be a Rey: . ; 

"ward 
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ivard for thee, lafting Honour, Salva- 
tion, and eternal Incorruption. So 
fchen thou felleft well what thou haft, 
paking an exchange of the many and 
fuperfluous things, and thofe which 
[hut Heaven againftthee^forthe things 
that are able to fave. Let the Fleftily 
E>oor poffefs them, that want., thefe : 
But thou, having received in their 
[fcead Spiritual Riches, may'ft even 
now have a Treafure in Heaven. 

XX. The Rich Man that had fulfil- 
led the Law, not under Handing thefe 
things by a Figure, nor how the fame 
Man may be Rich and Poor, may have 
and not have Riches, may ufe and not 
Dfe the World, weqt away lad, and 
dejeQed, 4 forfaking the Condition of 
Life which he could only wi^i for> 
and not attain to: He himfelf making 
that which was hard for him, to be- . 
cdine impoffible. For it is hard for a 
Man not to be led afide, or overthrown 
fey the prefent Delicacies, and lively 
^Qurements of apparent Ricnes;: But 
it is aot impoflible ia thefe to obtain. 



*5$Arkii6*iy if one withdraws liinifelf 
•Iromthe Riches ^hidh'htey be= feft, tt> 
the KttoW ledge and Teaching bf .Oocf, 
btfSi 'Itafhs to We indifFerentrthings 
well and properly, that fo he ittky 
^udi'int^Eteriiai Life. The iMfcipIes 
kt fi*!t-were afraid and frftoftffifd. 
At CKe hearing dfwfiat? What l c be* 
mfe they had a : gr<iat deal- of Mpiiey. 

they bad Ton&agO even left theit 
Nets*Ta<&le,iitta^i^ wlirch 
was all they had. ? Why theiLdid. they 
M I- : fiy faith tear, Who therivav 
&*Jt fo: i& h favtS f ' They heard fiitl 
: : wdl, : afld ljke. t>ifciplc^ 
*ta*\Hifch was very bbfcutelj ^fooken 
1>y otir Lord -in a- Parable, aim* they 
teSefrftbdd the- depth of the Word?. 
As-lfer. as : it cxmpecitfd the leering t>f 
Wdne^ithey ih good-'Wpes ^ 
Saj*5»^i ; : :Butbecanfe theyw^cOtt- 
lciotfe to : thenifelTes, that tney had ribfc 
as* yet - }tit off -cimtapt Aflfeftiohsj '^ as 



«K6Ien' bf m *bw -SBVife-) they ^erc 
grfefl^ eftonHfi ? a^-iphi«r defoairy of 
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had great Poflefiions, and fo violently 
affefited with them, that he preferr'd 
them to Eternal Life. Therefore it 
feem'd to the Difciples a matter of 
great fear, if both he that had Money, 
and be that travelled with corrupt 
Aflfe&ions, were reckoned in the Num- 
ber of Rich Men, and themfelves ia 
like manner to be excluded Heaven. 
•For thofe Souls -that are pure, and 
free from (evil) Paffions, fliall only 
obtain Salvation* 

. XKl. But out lx>rd anfwer'd, IVktt 
is it&pojftble with Men y is 
foflible with God. And this Luke i& *1< 
agatri is full of great Wi£ 
dom. For, doubtlefs, a Man endea- 
vouring and labouring .in his own 
Strength to fubdue his Paffions, avail* 
eth nothing : But if he reallv becomes 

§reatly defirous of this, and ufeth all 
iiigence, by the Affiftaiiceof the Power 
of God, he ftall obtain his defire « ? fat 
God' aflifts willing Minds :. ; But- if he 
^rfehdnaws front his Diligence, the Spfe* 
titthw was^gfren him '&CjtAfto&Ae 
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alfo taken away. For to fave theUn* 
willing, is the part of him that ufeth 
Force} but to fave the Willing, of him 
that Indulgeth. The Kingdom of Hea- 
ven is not of Sleepers nor 
Mat. ii- 12. Sluggards, but the Violent 
take it by force. For this 
is the only good Violence, to prefe in 
upon God, and to force Life from 
him: And he that knoweth them who 
ftoutly, nay violently ftrive, hath for* 
given, and not refilled them : For God 
loveth to be overcome in fuch things. 
Therefore when blefled,Pcferhad heard 
thefe things, that thofen, that excel r 
lent, that chief of the Apofties, for 
whom alone and himfelf 
Mac. 17. \6. our Saviour paid Tribute, 
he prefently catch'd, and 
laid hold of the Words. But what did 
he fay ? Lo !. we have left 
Mat. 19. 18. *nd foUowed thee* All 
indeed, if he meant all his 
Pofleffions, having left perhaps four 
Mites, even all that he had j he might 
greatly boaft, making it appear* that 
inltcad .of thefe he ftiould receive the 



(37) 

Kingdom of Heaven. But if, as we- 
mentioned before, having cafl away 
their Old Pofleffions, and their Spirit 
tualCorruptions, they did tread in the 
Steps of their Matter, this prepared 
them to have their Names written far 
Heaven : So to follow our Saviour in- 
deed, without Sin, and to arrive at 
his Perfe&ion, and by it, as it were irr 
a Glafs, to adorn and falhion their 
Souls, and to put on every thing like 
unto him* 

XXII. But Jefus anfmring, /aid, Vc<* 
rily I fay unto you, he that . 
hath , left Goods, Parents , Mark 10.29. 
Brethren, and Money, for 
my fake and the Go/pel, Jhall receive an 
hundred fold. And let not this trouble 
you, nor what is faid in harder terms 
in another place : He that 
hateth not Father and Mo- Luke 14. 16. 
ther, And Children, yea and 
his own Life alfit^ cannot be my Difcifle, 1 
The God af Peace doth flQticommand 
3r Hatred, and 3 ©iyorce 1 from the* 
deareft things we have, whfrhath elfe* ' 



where commanded us to lave tur Ew<* 
rnies. If we muft love our Enemies, 
fo in proportion we muft increafe our 
Love to them that are near of Kin to 
us and if we muft hate them of our 
own Blood, the Word teacheth on the 
other hand, that Enemies are much 
more to be reje&ed i So one Saying 
feems to deftroy the other. But it 
doth not, nor nothing like it: For 
out of the fame Mind and Affeftion, 
and by the fame Rule, one hates his 
Father, and loves his Enemy, when a 
Wan does not Revenge himfelf upon 
his Enemy, nor Reverence his Father 
more than Chrift. In the one, he 
breaks off his Anger, and ill Offices ; 
in thp other, his Duty to his Relations, 
if it hinders his Salvation/ If there* 
fore one hath an unbelieving Father, 
or Son, or Brother, that is a hindrance 
to his Faith, *nd in obftruftion in his 
Way of obtaining Eternal Life^ let 
him not conftnt to hint, nor have 
dfcaling with him ybtft let him break.* 
off carnal Gojiverfttiort'OUt of fpitir 

s . - . i c- xxm, 
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..XXIIL I.fuppofe .the Matter to-be 
pleaded, thus "; On one hancL JGeems 
one's Father to.It#nd,and fay,- ?■ 1 h$y$ 

* begQ t and brought the&,W, - ipllpw; 
^me j and do wfc]cedly, and obey not 
c fcjie Lajy of Cfyrjft : AndTuch things 
^6 a Map, that is BUfphnyr, aqd 
dead by Nature, ; wpuld fay. . By$ , oa 
tie ptner hand, hear our Savour, t 

* I* have .begot thee, anew, 4mou. «l«t 

* waft ill-begotten by the W9tld jihtp 
c Death : I havq fct thee frfej heal'4 
*^34?d rfdeem'd theo, I ^yill fliejw thee 
« the foce pf £Goodl GoA"the.yather f 
c Call ho Man thy Father oiji Earth. 
€ Let the Dead bury " the Dead, follow 
^tbou pie ; I wiiji lead thee intp a Reft 
f.of hidden and . unfpeakable Goo^ 

* Things, which £ye hatJi npf fe^flf 

* nor Ear heard, norhaih 

1 entreid into the l^eart of x £<* • *• * 
' Man into which thf ,Ajr- i pet. i. \%, 
c gel*, defire to ldo|£ ? and . . 

* iee vihat gqod Aings ; Gbd hath pre* 

* mreftfpr Jri^Ws^nd his^otts tfat 
. c ^pve him. L thy Nouri(bqr, who 
X^G-vey feljt |pr ftread •, pn4 JWJie 
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f that tafted thereof, hath yet Tew 

* Death : And I, who daily give the 

* Driok of Immortality: I, theTeadi- 
« er of Super-ccrieftial Do&rines who 
« have ftrived for thee unto the Death, 
€ and have cut off thy Death, which 
€ thou haft deferred for thy Trarif- 
c greffions, and Unbelief towards God. 
Tnou who heareft theft Words on boti* 
fides, Tudge for thy felf, and pafs Sen- 
tence in the Bulinefc of thy own Salva- 
tion if thy Brother fpeaks fuch things, 
or if thy Son, or Wife, or iny otq 
elfe before all, let Chrift in the? pre- 
vail,, for he ftriveth for thee. . 

XXIV. Thou canft prefer him alfo 
to thy Money j {hy, Surely Chrift doth 
vox envy. But doft hot thou fee thv 
felf overcome thereby, and undone ? 
Let it go, throw it away, hate it, re?- 
nounceit,flyfrom it: And 
M«. 1. 19. if thy right Eye offend thee, 

?luck it out prefently j the 
God is better withf onp 
Eye^ than Fire with the Body whole ; 
" Aa< if it be thf fland or thy Foot, 
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tiate it-, for if thou lofe it here fef 
ehrilfs fake, it (hall be made to live 
in the World to come. 

* "XXW Thefe that follow, and what 
has beenfaid already, are to the fame 
purpofe : But now at this 
time , Jhall receive Lands , Mark io. 30, 
Money 1 Houfes and Brethren, 
with Perfautions. He doth not (here) 
call to Life them that have neither 
Money, Houfes, nor Home, nor Bre- 
thren^ when he callM the Rich : But, 
as ve faid before, Brethren like him- 
felf, fuch as feter and Andrew, James 
and John, the Sons of Zebedee, agrees 
ing with Chrift, and with one another. 
And to have every one of thefe with 
Perfecution, he does riot allow. Ther^ 
is one fort of Perfecution as oqc meets 
with from without, whilft Men, either 
through Enmity, or finvy, or Gain, or 
Suggeftion of the Devil* perfecute ths 
Faithftil : And another (which is th? 
moft grievous Perfecution) is froni 
within } which raifes in one's Spul, 
diepraved- 'by ungodly Defires knd 



ragious Pra&ices, for E 
and Contempt of God. 
cution is the harder, a 
vous, being raifed withi 
feat J from which he t 
cannot efcape, havijig 
hirafelf to bear about v 
Where, Like 'as & Burr 
ipply'd outwardly, wo 
but fewardly brijigeth 
an Accidental (outwan 
toon put to an end; bin 
Soullafts till Death. If 
iial Riches, Brethren, aq< 
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Giver of Life which neVer fliall have 

an end. Thofe things that 

are fetn, *re Temporal; hut 2 Cor. 4.18*' 

thofe things which are not 

feen are Eternal. Fading and Tran- 

litory Things are in this World, but 

in that which is to come JLife Evert » 

lafting. 

XXVL The jirfi jhaU be lafi, and the* 
lafl firft. This may be nnderftood fo-' 
vcral ways, by reafon of the divers> 
Acceptations, and ambiguous Conv 
ftru&ions that may be put upon it*. 
And the Argument is not repeated, 
concerning what is prefent, neither* 
has it refped to Rich Men only, butt 
limply to all who have once believed. 
Having brought it thu9 far, let us 
give over : For, I fuppofe, that what.' 



thing of what I promiied is not made' 
out : That our Saviour hath by no 
means' excluded Rich Men, nor Riches 
fpr* it fetf,. nor large Pofleflions ; a&d 
that he hath not ftopp'd the Paffage 
for tjieir Salvation, if fo be tlve^j cugl 



I'propos' 
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and will bend their Lives tb God's 
Commandments, andefteera them be- 
fore Temporal Things, and looking to 
the Lord with a ftedfaft Eye* as watch- 
ing the Nod of a good Pilot, to re- 
ceive his Connfel, Commands, and Or- 
der; as, what Signal he will give to 
his Men, whither and from whence to 
fet Sail. What harm can it be, if any 
oiie, by Induftry and Savingnefs before 
he received the Faith, hath gathered a' 
competent Living ? Or what is yet 
inore Blamelefs, than if a Man (hould 
immediately, by God the Giver of 
Iiife, be plac'd in the Houfe, and plen- 
tiful Stock of this fort of Men, Rich 
in Money, and[ Excelling in v Wealth ? 
If? he ihould be caft from Life, becaufe 
he. was not of himfelf born among 
Biches, certainly he fuffers wrong at 
the Hand of God, that made him, to 
be rewarded with Temporal Profperi* 
ty, and to be deprived of Eternal Life. 
What need was there to dig Riches 
oait of the Earth, if they bring Death, 
and be the Authors, of it? But if any 
one can inwardly withdraw, from the. 

Power 
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Powef of Riches, and be meafurably 
Wife and Sober , and feek the one 
God, and labour to come to him, and 
converfe with him, he ftands Poor in 
the^Commandment, Free, Invincible-; 
without Hurt or Wound from Money* 
But if otherwife, a Camel lhall eafiet 
go through a Needle, than fuch a Rich 
Man enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. The Camel denotes fbmethiftg 
higher, reprefenting the Rich Man itt 
the firait and narrow Way ; which My* 
ftery of. Chrift you may learn in (my 
Book of) th^Expofition of. Principles and 
Divinity y. (>mention'd in the Third 
Book of CUmens Stromat.) 

XXVII. Let the firft and moft con-: 
ipicuous Part of the Parable, and of 
whom it is fpoken, be explain'd : Let 
it teach the Wealthy, not to negleflfc 
their Salvation, as if they were pre^ 
judged already. Neither are Riches 
to be drowned in the Sea, and not to 
beallow'dbof j as if they lay in wait; 
and were Enemies to Life : But we 
jrauft learn how, and iu what manner 
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Riches are to be us'd, and. how Life is 
to be purchas'dL For neither is he loft 
Altogether, tho' afraid, becaafe he ig 
Rich *, nor yet (ure of Salvation, tho' 
}ie hopes and believes he lhall be £kved* 
Come! let us-coafidcr what Hope our 
Saviour prescribes for them * 7 and how 
that which is paft hope, may become 
ttoft fure, and the means to obtain 
What one hopeth for. -The Mafter 
them faid,- toeing asked, Whfcfr is- the 
grfeateft Commandment? 7hn$ Jhalt 
h&e the Urd tty God with aH fty 
md with *U thy Strength $ thtjH is n* 
greater CommAnlrmnt thdto < ffcir j-and 
that jullly, fpr it declares ^ihe Firft 
and the Greateft, God himfelf, our 
Father, by Whom all thing* were ihade 
and do fubfift, and to whdm nothing* 
that are feved return again; TFfeeretf 
fcre be hiving ^before fbveA 1 vis, and 
wae receiving our Being alfo fiJom him} 
iii unholy to reckon any shfog more 
Ahtient or Excellent than Mm^ offer- 
ing 0nly this, our fmall Thfcmks* for 
thff greateft Things i havmg- tM>thiWg 
dfe^ that we can think of on aw partj 
<\ . . " V* 
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to make a return to a perfeA God, 
that wanlfeth nothing j and by that of 
lovihjg the Father with afl our Strength 
and Power, we attain to Immortality ; 
"and by how much more one loves God, 
by fo rtuch he becomes more intimate 
with him. 

1 XXVHI. The Second in order, and 
holds a thirty than the former, he fays, 
i% Thqn flralt love thy Neighbour at thy 
fetf'f'-^ntm lttufr love God therefore 
more. than thy ftlf. Put when. he 
that J^Jtofee with Tnm -asked, And who 
ts my HFetrbbvttr f '-He did not limit 
bur Nq&frbour, aftet the manner of 
thtfeWs.ho our owi Kindred, to * 
^eHowJeftiien, *>r * Prefetyte, or one 
that, is GirctimcifSd like them,, and 
Win^the teme La 1 **- with them. But 
hfe bring* in a Matt.g6?n^'down front 
Jerufatttn tt> Jtrichv : > and ,repre(ents 
him caft . in the Way, *»d * ffcWfl by 
Thieves,\ and half dead -j 1 which the 
'Pwfr prfs*d by^ ^ i^f fcorrifiilly 
frverfobk'd but *w*ich the defgicabte 
and ftydXrtx5m^i^hfii$}^ 
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on-, who came not by Chance, lik* 
tbera that pafied by, but provided of 
thofe thiags a Man in danger might 
be in need of, fuch as Oil, Bindings, 
a Beaft for Carriage, a Reward for the 
Inn-keeper, part in Hand, and a Pro* 
mife of more: Which of 
tukc 10.35,37. thefe^ fays he, was Neigh- 
bour to him thm fufftred 
Cruelty ? And he anfwered y fie thm hdd 
Mercy on him* Go thou likewife 7 mid fo 
perform the Courtejtes of budding hove. 

XXIX- In both the Commandments 
therefore he teacheth Love, but diftin- 
guiiheth it in order ; where he giveth 
the fir ft part of tLove to God, .he gives 
the fecond to our Neighbour-. But 
who elfe Chould he be, but our Saviour 
himfelf ? Or who Ihewed more Mercy 
on us, left by .the Rulers of the Dark* 
nefs of this World in a manner half 
dead, with many Wounds r Terrors, 
Defires, Rage, Griefs, Deceits^ Plea- 
lures ? Jefus is the only Phyfician for 
thefc Wounds, cutting up corrupt Af- 
fe&ions altogether by the Roots , not 
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as the ftaTted Effedte of the Law, bear-* 
ing the Fruit of Evil, but laying his 
own Ax to the Roots of Wickednefs- 
It is he that poureth Wine (the Blood 
of the Vine 6f David) into our wound- 
ed Souls i who adminiftreth Oil from 
the Bowels of the Spirit, and that in 
great abundance. This is he that 
loofened the Bands of Health and 
Saltation, Faith, Hope, and Charity- 
He it is that fubje&ed Angels, Prin- 
cipalities and Powers, to minifter un- 
to us, with a great Price. Where- 
forenhey fhall be delivered from the 
Vanity of the World* by the Revela- 
tion of the Glory of the Sons of God* 
We ought to love him therefore evea 
as God : He loveth Chrift Jefus, that 
doth his Will, and keepeth his Com- 
mandments. Not everyone 
that faith. Lord, Lord, jhall Mat. 7. *ir 
enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven, but he that doth the Will of my 
Father which is in Heaven. And, Why 
call ye me Lord, and do not 
the things that I fay ? And, Luke 6. 4*. 
BUffed art ye that fee and 

E \\e* ■ 
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hear things which juft Men and Prophets 
have not feen or heard , if fo he ye do 
what I fay. 

XXX. Hethenisthefirftthatloveth 
Chrift-, but the fecond is he that ho* 
noureth, and maketh much of them 
that believe on him. For whatfoever 
one (hall do to a Difciple, the Lord 
will accept of, as done to himfelf. 

Come, ye Uejfed of my Father, 
Mark 2$. 34. inherit the Kingdom frevared 
for you from the Foundation 
of the World. For I was a hungry, and ye 
gave me to eat \ I was athirfty, and ye 
gave me to drink ; / was * jtranger, and 
ye took me in\ naked, and ye c loathed me ; 
fick, and ye vifited me ; in frifon, and ye 
came unto me. Then jhaU the Juft anfwer, 
faying } Lord, when faw we thee hungry, 
and fed thee ? or thirfty, and gave thee to 
drink f and when few we thee a firanger 9 
and took thee in t or naked 7 and cloathed 
thee t or when faw we thee Jick y and vi- 
fited thee ? of in frifon, and came unto 
thee * And the King anfwering, jhaB fay 
unto them : Ferity 1 fay unte yom 9 inaf- 
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totuth ds you have done it unto one of ihi 
Uaft of theft my Brethren, you have doni 
it unto me. Again, on the other hand, 
to them that do not thefe things : Ve* 
rily I fay unto yon, irl that .you have not 
done thefe things unto one of thefe, yot 
have not done it unto me. Like wife ia 
another place, fie that re- 
teiveth you, receiveth met M1c.10.4Oi 
He that doth not receive you, Ldw to. 16. 
deffifeth me. 

XXXI. He calls them both Sons, Chil- 
dren, Infants, Friends, and Little Ones 
here, in companion of the Gteatftef9 
that will be tor them hereafter. De- 
Jbife not, fays he, me of thefe 
Little Ones, for their Angels Mat. 18. fo. 
always fee the face of my Fa- 
ther in Heaven* And in another plactf, 
Fear not, little Flock, for it 
is my Fathers Pleafuro to Luke ia. 32. 
give you the Kingdom of 
Heaven. And for this fame Reafqti, 
he faith, The leafi in the 
Kingdom of Heaven, that is Mat. 11. 11, 
to be his DifcijJle, is to h 

% 2, J* toAX* 
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greater than John\ who is the great eft a* 
tnong them that are horn of Women* And 

again. He that receiveth * 
Mat. 10. 41. juft Man or a Prophet, in the 

Name of a juft Man or Pro- 
phet, frail receive their Reward : And. he 
that jhall give to drink to a Difcifle a Cup 
of cold Water , in the Name of a Difciple t 
frail not lofe his Reward. Therefore this 
is the alone Reward that fliall not 
perifh. And again, Make to your f elves 
Friends of the Mammon of Vnrighteouf- 
nefsj that when ye fail, they may receive 
you into everlafting Habitations. Shew* 
ing, that every Pofleflion by Nature 
that one poflefleth, is not his own ; 
whereas one may, of this UnrighteouA 
nefs, do a juft and faving thing, by 
helping one of them that have an E- 
yerlaftmg Tabernacle with the Father* 
See then firft, that thou fuffer not thy 
felf to be intreated, nor ftay to be im- 
portuned but do thou thy felf feek 
them that are well perfuadea, and that 
are worthy Difciples of our Saviour. 
That is an excellent Saying of the A- 
poftle, 2 Cor. 9. 7. Tlx Lord loveth a 
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chearful Giver; that loveth to give, not 
fparingly : As fowing fo, that he may 
reap the like, without Murmuring, 
Partiality, or Sadnefs-, diftributing, as 
is the good Work of Charity. It is bet- 
ter yet than this, what our Lord faith 
in another place, Give u 
every one that aiketh of thee: Luke 6. go. 
Such loving to give is tru- 
ly of God. And this Do&rine is the 
Sum of all Perfe&ion, not to ftay to 
be asked, but to enquire thy felf, who 
is worthy on whom thou fhould'ft be- 
flow thy Charity, 

XXXII. Then, that there fhould be 
ft> great a Reward as an Eternal Ta- 
iernacle appointed for fuch mutual 
Participation. Oh brave Traffick ! 
Oh Heavenly Market ! where one 
buys Incorruption for Money ; and 
giving the Perifliing Things of this 
World, he receivetn an Everlafting 
Manfion in the Heavens. Oh Rich 
Man ! if thou art wife, fail to this 
Fair \ and if thou muft needs com- 
pafs All the World, fpare not for 
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Labour and Pains, that than nlay'ft 
here purchafe the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Why do precious Stones and Pearls 
plcaie thee fo much ? or a Houfe, the 
Food of Fire, or the Mockery of Time, 
which the Approaching of an Earth-* 
quake, or the Injury of a Tyrant may 
deftroy ? Let thy Defires be to dwell 
in Keaven, and to reign with God. 
Even a Man that fearcth God, will give 
thee this Kingdom whofe receiving 
of thee here but Things of fmall Value, 
will make thee an Inhabitant there to 
all Eternity. Intreat him to receive 
of thee i make hafte,ftrive - , be afraid, 
left he fliould defpife thee : He is not 
commanded to take, but thou to give. 
And our Lord did not fay, Give, be* 

ftow> or do goody or helf ^ 
J-nkcif,0« but, makf * Friend. A 

Friend is not made by 
once giving, but by a long Conver- 
sion : For neither is Faith, Love, or 

Perfeverance for one Day, 
tf*%|Q.2?« but he that tndureth to the 

ert4 9 fitaU be failed* 
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XXXIII. But how Alalia Man give 
thefe things ? I will not give only to 
my Friends, but to my Friends Friends. 
But who is this Friend of God? Judge 
thou not who is, and who is not wor- 
thy it may happen thou may'ft err 
in thy Opinion : For in this doubt, of 
not knowing, 'tis better to do good 
$ven to the Unworthy, for the fake 
of the Worthy, than by putting them 
by that are not good, nor to light of 
them that are deferring} for from too 
much forbearing, and making a tryal, 
who is, and who is not to be received, 
it may come to pals that thou may'ft 
negled the Friends of Cod y the Pu- 
nifhment of which Negleft, is Ever- 
Jafting Burning Torments. By giving 
therefore to every one that is in want, 
thou muft needs certainly find one or 
other of them, whereby thou may'ft 
be favell before God. Judge not there* 
forty that thou be not judged : For mth 
she* f*m meafure then meteft withal , it 
jkaU ht K meafured to: thto again. A good 
anrafure frejfed t d0mn^oM jbaktn together, 
md running ovtxj fialtttoreftottd ti thee. 
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them that profefs themielves of th* 
Number of God's Difciples} not di£ 
dainfully looking upon the Body, or 
carelefly fetting by $ny one for his 
outward Appearance : Neither if any 
one appears poor,ill-favour'd, or weak, 
fhould'ft thon grudge him in thy Mind, 
and turn away from him* This Habit 
outwardly caft about us, is the occa- 
fion of our coming into the World, 
that we might be able to go altogether 
into this common School : But within 
dwelleth the Father, who is in fecret^ 
and his Son, who died for us, and rofc 
jigain wRh usr • 

XXXIV. This Vifible Habit decei- 
vtth Death and the Devil \ its inward 
Riches,, iiajnely, its Beauty, is notfeem 
by them : And they rage about this 
little, Carcafs, which they defpife as 
weak, being blind as to the feeiqgof 
its inward Pofleffions, not understand- 
ing flow great a Treafure we bear 4n 
an Earthen Veflel, made ftrong unto 
\>Y tfe? Power of Qod tfie EathcK 
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*nd by the Blood of God the Son, and 
the Dew of the Holy Spirit. But thou 
that haft tailed of the Truth, and art 
counted worthy of fo great a Ranfom^ 
take care thou be not deceived : But 
contrary to other Men, raife to thy 
felf ait unarmed Army, unfit for War 
or Bloodfhed •, free from Anger,' un- 
defiled : Religious old Men, Orphans 
that love God, Widows arm'd with 
Mildnefs, Men adorn'd with Love. 
With thy Riches provide fuch Guards 
for thy Body and Soiil, whofe Com : 
mander is God, by whom the finking 
Ship is lightned, and piloted by the 
only Prayers of the Saints a* violent 
Diftemper is tamed, and put to flight; 
by the laying On of their Hands ; 44 
Aflault of Thieves is 'difarm'd and 
plundered by Godly Prayers ; and the 
Power of Devils ii J Broke$ and^n* 
founded by the working of the Com- 
mandments, bent as a Bow againft it. , 

XXXV. Thefe are all Soldiers afl$ 
ftoufc Guards ; none Idle, none t^fefefs. 
One can. importunately petition Gtod 
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on thy behalf*, another comfort thee 
in Trouble-, another can compaffio- 
nately pour out Tears and Groans for 
thee to the Lord of the Univerfe; 
another teach thee fbmething ufeful 
for thy Salvation i another with free- 
dom reprove thecj another advife thee 
with good will : And all love thee 
truly, without Deceit, without Fear, 
without DifGraulation, without Flat* 
teryj fincerely. O fweet Attendance 
of Friends ! O the bleflcd Service of 
them whom one can truft ! O the un- 
feigned Faith of them that fear God 
alone ! O the Truth of their Words, 
who cannot Lye! O the Beauty of 
their Deeds, who are perfuaded to 3d- 
ininifcer unto God ! to prevail with 
God, to pleafe God, and not to hu- 
mour thy Flelh ! to fpeak, but as to 
the King of Eternity, that dwelleth 
in thee. 

XXXVI. All therefore faithful and 
good, excellent towards God, and wor- 
thy of that Calling wherewith they are 
furrounded as a Diadem } nay indeed, 
* " there 
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there are fome, even now, more chofen 
than the Eleft •, and by fo much the 
more Excellent, as having tranfported 
themfelves into the Haven, and put 
themfelves in Safety, out of the Storms 
of this World-, not willing to feem to 
be Saints, and blulh if any one calls 
them foj hiding in the bottom of their 
Heart the unfpeakable Myfteries, and 
being above {hewing their high Birth 
in the World ; whom the Word call* 
the Light of the Worlds and 
Salt of the Earth \ that is, Mat5.13.144 
the Seed, the Image and 
Likenefi of God, his truly begotten 
Son and Heir, fent hither as on a cer- 
tain Progrefs upon the account of a 
* grc3t Difpenfation, and Proportion ofi 
the Father, by whom the manifeft and 
hiddei* things of this World were 
made 5: fome for the Service of Men, 
fbme for their Exercife, and fome for 
their Learning-, and all are preferved, 
as long as the Seed fhall ftay herc^ but 
when it (hall be gather'd, thefe Ihall 
very fuddenly be diflblved. 
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XXXVII. Wherefore fliould God 
fcew any more Myfteries of his Love? 
and then thou flialt look into the Bo- 
fom of the Father, whom the only Be- 
gotten Son has revealed : For God 
himfclf is Love, and by Love we lay 
hold of him. (He is) in his inexpreC- 
fible Nature, a Father } in his Com- 
paffion towards us, 3 Mother. The 
Father, in his Love, put on Woman^ 
(as it were-,) and the great Sign of it 
is He, whom he begot on himfelf j and 
the Fruit begotten of Love, is Love. 
For this he came down, and for the 
fake of this he put on Man, and for 
this he willingly fuffer'd what is cook 
mon to Men \ that taking a Meafure 
of our Weaknefs, whom he loved, he 
might mete unto us again a Meafure 
of his Power. And when he was to 
be offered, and to give himfelf a Ran- 
fom, he left us a*new Teftament : / 
give you my Love. What, and how 
great a Love is it ? He laid down his. 
Life for every one of us, the Prize of 
the whole •, and he requires this of e-«: 
very one of us, for one another. If 
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vre owe our Lives for the Brethren,' 
and that we have mutually fign'd tins 
Covenant with our Saviour, (hall we 
yet keep back, and lay up the poor, 
foreign, and tranfitory things or this 
World ? Shall we fhut up from one 
another, what in a little time the Fire 
lhall have? John fays di- 
vinely and carefully, He % John 3 14* 
that loveth not his Brother^ 
is aMurderer, the Seed of Cain^z Nude- 
Child of the Devil, that hath not the 
Bowels of God, that hath not the Hope 
of better Things \ he is without Seed, 
barren; he is not a Branch of the 
Super-coeleftial, Ever-living Vine: He 
lhall be cut down, a devouring Fir*; 
attends him. 

XXXVIII. But learn thou that Ex- 
cellent Way that leadeth 
to Salvation. Love fee kcth 10. 12.92. 
not her ovw, but is Bound- 13. 5* 
fill towards a Brother } flie 
is fo knit to him, that fhe is even in an 
Exftacy of chaft Love for 
him : Love covered a mul- 1 Pet. 4. 3. 

thude \ 
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titude of Sins : Perfett Lovi 
tjolm*. 18. cafieth out Fear: Vaunteth 
xOor. 13 4. not it felf, is not fvffeel up, 

rejeycerb net in Iniquity, but 
rejoycetb in the Truth : Seareth all things, 
believeth all things, bofeth aB things, en* 
iureth all things. Love never failcth : 
Prophecies fail, Tongues fail, Healing 
decays in the World 5 but thefe three 
abide, Faith, Hoye, and Love, and the 

!>reateft of thefe is Love 9 , and that juft- 
y, for Faith pafles over, when we are 
perfuaded we fee God for our felves j 
and Hope vanifheth, when thofe things 
We hoped for Care come:] But Love? 
arrives at Fulnefs, and increafes more 
and more, when Perfcftion is attained 
iinto. If any one (hall receive this in- 
to his Soul, tho' he is liable to Sin, 
and tho' he hath done many unlawful 
Works, if he increafes his Love, and 
receives true Repentance, he may waf 
againfb his Failings. Neither fhall I 
leave thee this to caufe thy defpair, 
or to put thee out of hope if lb be 
thou learn but what fort of Rich 
Man, and after what manner that 
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Man nfeth his Subftance, that hath 
no place in Heaven. 

XXXIX. If then a Man abounding 
in Riches, and he that in Poverty ma- 
keth a hard (hift to live, may efcape, 
and can attain to the Eternal Good 
Things r But if it happen , that he 
through Ignorance, or by an unvolun- 
tary Neceffity, after the Seal of Re- 
demption, fhall turn afide to Sin and 
Tranfgreflion, fo as wholly to make a 
Shipwrack, he is rejefted of God to 
all Intents and PurpOfes-, but to every 
one that, with Truth from his Heart, 
turns to God, the Gates open, and the 
moft willing Father receives his truly 
repenting Son : But it muft be true 
Repentance, never to be guilty of 
thofe Sins any more, and utterly to 
root out of his Soul thofe Sins which 
he knew to be his Death: When thefe 
are taken away, God will dwell in thee 
a^ain. For he fays, There 
mil be a great and exceeding Luke 15 7. 
Joy in Heaven-, to the Father 
mi to the Angels^ tohen ene Sinner is con* 
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Mrted and regents. Wherefore he cry'd 

alfo, I will have Mercy y and 
Hcf. 6. 6. not Sacrifice : I will not the 
Mat ?. 1 3. Death, but Repentance of a 
Ezek.18.33, Sinner : And if your Sins be 

as Scarlet j I will make them 
as white as Snow*? and if they are blacker 
than Soot, I will make them as white as 
Wool For it is poffible to God only 
to grant Forgivenefs of Sins, and not 
to impute Tranfgreffions. Forafmuch 
as the Lord hath commanded us daily 

to forgive our Brethren that 
Mat. 6. 14. repent: And If we being evilj 
Luke 1 1. 13 . 'know how to give good Gifts j 

how much more lhall the 
Father of Mercies, and the good Fa- 
ther of all Comfort, who is all Bpwels 
of Compaflion, and of great Pity, who 
begets Long-fufFering, to wait for them 
* that turn unto him ( Truly to be con- 
verted, is to ceafe from Sin, and to 
look back no more. 

XL. God gives Remiflion of wfiat is 
paft but or what is to come, every 
one for.himfelf} and that is tp repent t 



( 6 5) . 

ahd be forry for what is paft, and to 
beg a free Pardon from the Father i 
who alone, of all others, caii make 
things 1 that art done to be undone ; 
and by his own Mercy, and the Dew 
Of the Spirit, blot out Tranfgttfllon*. 
For iH what thihgs^ fays he, 
J jhall'firjd you) in thofe I RvanCjifoCr. 
jhalt judge you.- And he dai- 
ly proclaims the End of all Things- 
So that he that doth well the greateft 
part of his Life-time,' and towards the 
End thereof breaks out into Wicked- 
nefs, all his Labours heretofore become 
foolifli. being foiPd in the end of the 
Aft. On the other fiftnd, he that here- 
tofore lived dHTolulSfly, may after- 
wards, if he repeats in time, recover 
the ill manag&flient 6f much time by 
Repentance : -But .he muft ufe great 
diligence; as a Body 'that hath laboured 
Under a linger ln^DTffemper, hath need 
of a more exadt Diet, and greater look- 
ing t<>. - O Thief ! wflt thou receive 
FotfgiVenefs? (leal no more. O Adul- 
tflWiM burn no more* Fornicator! 
b&cd&rth be cbtfh O Robber I te- 
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riore again, and add thereto. O fUjfe 
% Witnefs I learn Tr ; utb.' O Swearer ! 
fwear no more, and bseak off thy other 
unruly Palfions* Anger* JUuft, Grief, 
Fear : That upon thy go- 
M*r. 5.14. ing out, thou may'ft find 
thy Adversary* and meet- 
ing him here, to be reconciled to him. 
It is very ijnpoffibk to cut off inbred 
Affeftions altogether* at oncej. but by 
the Power of God, and the Prayers of 
Men, and the l^elp of the Brethren, 
lincere Repentant and earnefl: Medi- 
tations, they may be regulated- 

XLI. Wherefore the Proud, the 
Powerful and Rich jMfcui, ought by all 
means to apply him&jf to fqme-Maa 
of God or another, t^eby to haye 
Strength and Direi^-ipn from : , him* 
Reverence and rf^<St one Ma# at 
leaftj accuftom thy feif alfo tp h$ar. 
one Man's fpeaking,: with frtecUup* 
whofe. Reproofs ;^y; be; both fnwfiag - 
and Heading.. l5efl^ejV» lt gP9#&r_ 
the Eyes, to bc'^w^ys intfng 
plvaf^'Ob)^ M^ftw.ai^t&mitft: 
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weep alfo, and to be made to fhtarf, 
thereby to grow, ftronger : So there-i9 
nothing more deftrufrive to the Soul 
than continual Pleafure ; it is blinded 
with Diflblutenefs, unlefs it be kept 
immoveable by a Word fpoken with 
freedom. Fear him, when he is an- 
gry } grieve with him, when he groans j 
and reverence him, when he is ap- 
peafed } and prevent him,. when he en- 
treateth againft a Punifhment. Let 
him watch and pray many Nights for 
thee^ appealing God with his ufual 
Supplication. Neither doth God har- 
den his Bowels againft his Children 
that pray unto him : He will pray for 
thee with a pure Mind, if he be re- 
ceded of thee as a Meffenger of God, 
«nd in horhiffg made fad by thee, but 
for thy fake : Thh is un- . 
feigned Repentance. Cod Gal. 6. 7. 
is mt mocked i> no* doth he 
lend an Ear to va(n Words : He alone 
ifcircheth the Marrow, and : Reins of 
the Heart } and hears plainly them 
that are in the midft of Flames} aud 
hearkens to thepi that1h^\Gtt&&'Qt 
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out of the Whale's Belly, and is near 
to all them that believe; and far from 
the Ungodly, nnlefs they repent. 

XL1I. That thoi ma^ft be well a£ 
lured, yet more ; if fo be thou truly 
repenteft, that Salvation {worth hear* 
. ing attends thee. Hear a Story* which 
yet is not a Story, but a true Nar- 
ration, delivered by the Apoftle John, 
.and worthy of Remembrance. 

When after the Death of the Ty- 
rant, he had returned to Efhefus from 
the Ifle of patmos ; being deiired, he 
went to vilit the: Neighbouring Places 
of the Gentiles ; partly to appoint Bi- 
•ihops, and fettle whole Churches; and 
.God's Minifters, every, one of them 
that were chofen, and marked out by 
the Spirit: And coming to a certain 
City, not afer of£ (whofe 
Smyrna. Name aUb fome People 
mention) and other Places, 
comforting the Brethren and feeing 
a young Man, of an agreeable Stature, 
and of a graceful Countenance and Dif- 
poCtioni he looked upon theBifliop of 
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the Place, and faid, / charge thee to 
take all care of this young Man, in the 
frefence of Chrifi and his Church. He 
took him, a ad promifed John to per- 
form all things he faid, who urg'd and 
prefs'd the feme thing over again. 
And when John was gone to Ephefm y 
the Presbyter took the young Man, 
deliver'd to him, to his own Home, 
and brought him up, rellrain'd him, 
and made much of him : But after- 
wards he flackned his great Care and 
Watching over him, as having fet the 
Seal of the Lord for a perfeft Watch 
over him. But when the young Man 
had Liberty Something too foon, fome 
of his idle loofe Companions, that 
were accuftom'd to all manner of evil 
Courfes, debauch'd him. Firft, they 
draw him in with many coftly Treats: 
Then carry him out with them to rob 
in the Night y ftill encouraging him 
fo greater Mifchiefs, till he was by 
little and little accuftom'd. And out 
of Greatnefs of Spirit^ ^eing aftonilh- 
pd vas a ftrdng hard-mputh'd Hojfe, 
out of the Tight way, bites tbe Brrdle, 
F 3 ~ ' au<t 
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and runs headlong more eagerly : So 
likewife he having utterly caft away 
all hopes of Salvation from God, he 
contrived in his Mind no fmall Mat- 
ters, but committing great Villanies, 
in that he was once loft, he thought 
to fuffer like the reft : Therefore ta- 
king them together, and forming a 
Gang, he became their aftive Captain, 
as being the moll Violent, Bloody, and 
the Hardieft of them all. Within a 
little while after, fome Bufinefs falling 
out, calTd John that way , who, when 
he had fettled all things he came about, 
faid to the Bifhop, Come, give us the 
Pledge which our Saviour and I recom- 
mended to thee in the Prefence of the 
Church thou art fet over. The Bifltop 
was aftonifh'd at firft, as fuppofing 
himfelf to be charg'd falfly about fome 
Money he never had received and 
how to believe he had that which he 
never received, or how to diftruft^fofew, 
he could not tell. But as foon zsjohn 
faid, J demand the young Man, and the 
foul of my Brother : The Old Man, 
fetching a deep Sigh, and all in Tears, 
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^nfvrcr'd, He is dead. How! fays John*, 
what kind of Death % did he die of? He is 
d£ad to God , (fays he) he is grown wicked 
jutd diffolute, in fhort, a High-way-rrian\ 
and now he is fbfftfftd of the Mountain 
over againft the Place of the Affemhly, 
ipith a Guard likt 'Himfelf When tne 
Apoftte heard this, he rent hisCIoaths, 
and beat his "Head, faying, I anointed 
thee a fine Keener of thy Brother's Soul : 
But get pie ready a Horfe and a Guide 
•prefently. As foon as he had them, he 
xid away ftrait from the Place of the 
Aflembly ; and when he was come to 
the Mountain, he was taken by the 
Thieves that were upon the Watch : 
He neither fled, nor intreated them, 
but cry'd, To this end I came, carry me 
to your Captain i who in the mean time 
ftay'd for him in Arms, as he was. 
But when he knew John, as he drew 
near, he ran away for Jhame. But 
John, forgetting his Age, purfu'd him 
with all his Might cryihg, Son ! why 
'do ft thou fly anoay from me, thy old un- 
armed Father? Sortj have thy on me y 
kt not afraid, thou haflfM hove of Life: 
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/ xoiH anfwer to Chrift for thee 9 , and if 
there be occafion, I mil fvffer Death for 
thee, as our Lord did for us\ 1 mil lay 
down my Life for thine : Stand, believe^ ~ 
Chrift fent me. Having heard him, at 
firft he ftood ft ill, looking downwards } 
then he threw dowa his Arms } and 
afterwards trembling, he wept bit- 
terly. Coming near alfo to the Old 
Man, he embraced him, making his 
Apology, as well as he could, with 
pitiful Lamentations, and being, bap- 
tized as it were the fecond time m 
his Tears} hiding only his right Hand* 
But tfie Apoftle engaging and proteft- 
ing he had got his Pardon from our 
Saviour, praying kneeFd, and killing 
his right Hand, purged as it were now 
with Repentance, brought him back 
into the Church y and making requeft 
for him with abundant Prayers^ ftri- 
ving together with him, with frequent 
Fallings, calming his Mind with di- 
vers attractive Words, and left him 
not (as they fay) till he had confirmed 
him in the Church", giving a great 
Example of true Repentance, and a 
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large Token of Regeneration, and a 
Monument of the ftture Refurreftionj 
[when, in the End of Time, the An* 
gels (hall receive them that truly repent 
into heavenly Tabernacles] greatly Re- 
joycing, finging Hymns, and opehing 
the Heavens. But above all, our Sa- 
viour himfelf receives us firft, fending 
forth a Light, which cannot be dark- 
ned, leading unto the Bofom of the 
Father, into Eternal Life, into the 
Kingdom of Heaven : He that believ- 
eth thcfe things, and God's Difciplcs, 
and God being his Surety, in the 
Words of the Prophets, Evangelifts, 
and living therein, both hearing and 
doing the Works, -at his laft going 
out, he (hall fee the End and clear 
Proofs of thefe Do&rines. He that re- 
ceiveth an Angel of Repentance here, 
ftiall not repent then, when he (hall 
leave the Body \ neither (hall he be 
confounded, when he (hall fee our Sa- 
viour comine with his Glory and Hoft^ 
nor lhall he be afraid of the Fire. But 
if any one is perfuaded to continue, 
and fin on daily in Pleafure, and pre- 
fer 



(74) 

fers Luxury here before Eternal Life, 
and turns his Mind from our Saviour 
that grants Forgivenefs } let him not 
yet accufe God, nor Riches, in that 
he fell, and of his own accord loft his 
own Soul. But to him that looks for 
Salvation, and with Importunity and 
Violence feeks to obtain true Clean- 
ling, and unchangeable Life} the good 
Father which is in Heaven will give 
it : To whom, through Jefiis Chrift, 
Lord of the Living and of the Dead, 
and through the Holy Spirit, be Glo- 
ry, Honour, Strength, Etqrnal Ma- 
jefty, both now and always, from Ge- 
neration to Generation, and for ever^ 
and for evermore. Amen. 



Part 
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Tart of Clem. Ald^xandrinusV 

Taken out of Nicetas Metropolitan of 
Heraclea'j Expofition upon J O B| 
Chap. 7. Fer.li. 

TH E Words of Job may be better 
underftood thus : Naked from 
Vice and Sin , as out of my Mother's 
Womb j was I formed of the Earth in the 
beginnings naked fhaU I return thither, 
again : But not of Pofleflions, for that 
is mean and vulgar \ but from Vice and 
Sin, and from that dark Idolatry that 
follows them that have lived unjuftly. 
According to that which is in every 
Body's Mouth, Even all Men are bora 
naked, and are carried out again 
naked, bound up in a Winding-Sheet 
only. But God hath prepared for us 
another Life, and hath made this pre- 
fent Life the High-iway to it} ap- 
pointing the Ufe of Pofleflions a$ 
Voyage-Provifion only* and when we 
7 
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have once pafs'd this Way, the Riches 
of our Pofleffions forfake us. There 
is nothing of all we have is our own, 
except one Pofleflion, that is, Godli- 
nefs j of which, Death when it comes 
will not rob us ^ but of all other 
things he ftrips us, even whether we 
will or no. We all receive a Portion 
to fiiflain Life, and every one having 
gathered this Fruit thereof, goeth a*, 
way, leaving a very fhort Monument 
of Life-, and this is the End of all 
Humane Felicity, and the Period of 
the GoodThings of this World. Well 
therefore may an Infant, putting his 
Head out of his Mother's Womb, be- 
gin with a Cry, and not. with Laugh?- 
ter. He weeps, as crying out again ft 
Life, by which he is made to tafte the 
Gifts of Death from his very firft be- 
ginning. As foon as he is born, he 
gets the Breaft with his Hands bound, 
and his Feet bound with fwadling 
Bands. Oh Original of Life, the frore- 
mnner of Death ! * An Infant juft come 
to Life, without any more ado, has 
the Drefs of dead Men brought and 




in mind of their latter End. Where- 
fore a new-born Child crying out* 
calls as it were to his Mother in La- 
mentations after this manner : 4 O 
* Mother ! why haft thou brought me 
c forth to this Life,, iq which to live, 
c is an advance towards Death ? Why 
c haft thou brought me into a Life of 
1 many Troubles, in which, as foon as 
c I am born, fwadling Bands are the 



c engaged me to fuch a Lire, in which 
€ even Youth is pitifully hurry'd up 
c and down, before Old Age comes; 
€ which, when it is come, is to be 
1 fliunn'd as the Harbinger of Death ? 
c O Mother ! the Race of Life is dread- 
c ful, it bringeth Death to them that 
c run theCourfc. We have a miferable 
Road of Life, having the Grave for 
an Inn, to them that walk in it. We 
fail in a difficult Sea of Life, about 
which Hell as a Pirate hovers. Man 
alone, of all Creatures, is born naked, 
without Arms or Cloathing born with 
him. Not ^if he was thereby infe- 



€ firft thing I have? Why haft thou 
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fior to all other Living Creatures { 
but that our Nakednefs, and- our bring- 
ing of Nothing along with hs, thou Id 
work in us Carefulnefs, and Careful- 
heft difcover Priidence, and drive a- 
Wayldlenefs, and bring in Arts againff 
Want, and find out many Inventions. 
JFbr he that is naked is very cutining, 
ipurr'd on by Neceffity, as a Goad £ 
how to ftielter againft Showers, haw 
to fence againft Cold, how to ward off 
Blows, how to till the Gtfotmd, how 
to awe wild Beafts, hofv to tame the 
ftrongelt Creatures. Ftfr being wet, 
he built a Roof being -pindi'd with 
Cold, he found out Cloathing j being 
fmitten, he contrived a Bre&ft-platc i 
his naked Hands being fcratched ill 
Bloody with Thorns in tilling the 
Ground, he devifed the help of -In- 
ftruments-, being expofed naked aPrey 
to wild Beafts, he found out of Pea? 
an Art to frighten them that-mad^. 
him afraid. His Defencetefc -Condi* 
tion found out one thing after ano^ 
ther, that even Nakcdnefs Might be i 
Grace and Gift of God* Therefore 

1** 
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Job being made bare of Money and 
Pofleffions, of a brave and numerous 
Off-fpring, and all taken away in a 
little time, cry'd out in this thankful 
Expreflion, Naked came I out of the 
JVombj Naked jhall I return thither: To 
God, without doubt, and to the State 
and Reft of the Blefled. 

Out of Clem. AlexandrinusV 
PEDAGOGUE. 

Hymnus ad Paedagogum. 

THisChaplet, Mafttr, I to thee prefent, 
Tfd with a Twine of Words^ with 
good intent m 7 
I gathered it in a pure untainted Field 9 
Its fuH Poffejfion to thee I freely yield : 
As the laborious Bee, her Honey Comb, 
Tlx heft and rare ft in (her Thighs brought home^ 
Ticks out a Prefent to the Mafter Bee. 
( Ijtm, th<? mean y a Servant unto thee.) 
'T7s metty for all t\yy Counfels n?ito me y 
To totebrate thy Name with ZVrtffcs free. 
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OKingofMen! from 'whom all Good proceed, 
Vnder whofe Guidance good Men all Jucceed. 
'thou haft all Things, (who can thy Worth re- 
hearse!) 

Thou art the father of the Vniverfe. 
y Tis thou the Heavens into a Mould did caft, 
And by thy Eternal Word did make them f aft. 
Thou mad ft the Light, and alfo mad' ft the Day, 
The Stars which in unerring Paths do ftray : 
Thou mad" ft the Globe, both Earth and Sea to 
ft and ; 

TheTears encircling meafure's at thy command: 
The Springjoot Summer, Autumn AVinter cold, 
Their uninterrupted Comely Order hold. 
Out ofConfufion, without form and void, 
Thou mad? ft all Beauties which are by us enjoy* d. • 
Grant me, the Life thou gav*ft me well to lead j 
And upon all I do, thy Blejfing fpread ; 
AH thy divine Commands to Keep and do 
Always to praife thee, and thy wifdom too ; 
The Everlafting Word, which now dwells with 
thee ; 

Which ever was, and evermore will be. 
Not Poverty nor Riches to me give, 
With Food convenient let me always live : 
And Father, when thou tak' ft away my Breath, 
Let me obtain a Righteous Performs Death* 
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